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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS/CLUBS ETC. 
YEOFORD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Chair: Carl Wholey 07872 640302 
Bookings: yeoford.hall@gmail.com 

 

YEOFORD RECREATION GROUND 
Warden: David Lucking 01363 84988 

 

YEOFORD HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
Contact: Carol Price 01647 24468 

 

YEOFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Contact: School Administrator 01363 84234 

 

YEOFORD FOUNDATION STAGE UNIT 
Contact: Administrator 01363 84234 

 

YEOFORD YARNS 
Contact: Edna Beasley: 01363 84750 

 

YEOFORD FOOTBALL CLUB 
Contact: David Lucking 01363 84988 

 

YEOFORD CRICKET CLUB 
Captain: Paul Coren 01363 84238 

 

YEOFORD 200 C£UB 
Contact: club200yeoford@outlook.com 

 

CREDITON HAMLETS PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: John Stevens 01363 773918 

Clerk: Rachel Hodder  01363 85523 
clerk@creditonhamlets.org.uk 

 

THE YEOFORD VILLAGE VOICE TEAM 
Editor: 

Jonathan Rogers 01363 84501 
yvveditor@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Advertising: 
Di Parsons 01363 84155 

diparsons9876@gmail.com 
 

Everything else: 
David Lucking 01363 84988 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
POLICE 

101 in a non-Emergency 
999 in an Emergency 

0800 555111 Crimestoppers 
0800 405040 Transport Police 

 

EMERGENCIES 
105 Electricity Failure 

0845 9881188 EA Floodline 
0800 807060 Environment Hotline 

0800 111999 Gas Emergency 
0800 1691144 Water Leaks/Burst Mains 

0845 1551004 Roads/Street Lights 
0310 1234999 RSPCA 

0845 6000388 Social Services 
 

MEDICAL 
01363 772227 Redlands Primary Carey 
01647 24272 Cheriton Bishop Surgery 
111 NHS Choices (non-Emergency) 

01363 775588 Crediton Hospital 
01363 772062 Boots Pharmacy 

01363 773030 Crediton Pharmacy 
01363 772841 Lloyds Pharmacy 
C159X Yeoford Defibrillator Code 

No Code Required Duck Defibrillator 
 

SCHOOLS 
01363 84234 Yeoford Primary 

01363 773401 QE Academy Trust 
 

OTHERS 
01363 778410 Citizens Advice 

0845 7484950 National Rail Enquiries 
01363 85273 The Duck at Yeoford 

01363 773303 Crediton Ring and Ride 
 

COUNCILS/MP 
0345 155 1015 Devon County Council 

01363 775739 Frank Letch 
frank.letch@devon.gov.uk 

01884 255255 Mid Devon District Council 
0207 2197037 Mel Stride MP 
mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Contact Details 

The Village Voice Really Needs You... 
The Yeoford Village Voice relies on advertising and donations to ensure that it goes to 
press each month. To advertise in the Village Voice and reach over 600 people locally: 

 

Monthly Charges 
Full Page...£20  Half Page...£15 

Quarter...£8  Eighth...£4 
 

Please contact Di on 
01363 84155 [diparsons9876@gmail.com] to discuss your requirements. 
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It’s Actually Quintilis You Know! 
So, in a huge departure from talking about the weather (does that count?), I’ve 
been looking at facts about July. From Primary School, we know it was named by 
the Roman Senate in honour of Julius Caesar (in 44 B.C.), because that was the 
month he was born. But, before then it was called Quintilis, as it was the fifth 
month of the calendar that started with March. Now that, we weren't told at school, 
unless you went to Hogwarts or something. And weren't the Romans daft eh? 
March the first month? What have the Romans ever given to us, etc., etc. 
 

Well, that’s July for you. So, what’s been going on here? Well, it’s all about the 
roads again, but this time, plot twist! Complaints about a road being resurfaced! 
You wait years for something to happen, and then it happens, and well, it didn’t 
really need to happen did it, not when there are literally loads of other local 
priorities? I think it’s called routine maintenance, and basically, it just comes to the 
top every 15 years and that’s that. Still, ironic, when you’ve got roads less than a 
mile away that you can’t drive down without risk of a puncture, or worse. Anyway, 
from the road markings in the area, there’s clearly an imminent resurfacing 
programme about to get underway, so we can but hope things get better. 
 

And that’s it. Just another SHOUT FOR ADVERTS! Printing prices are through the 
roof, so we need them to keep going. If you know of any individuals or companies 
that would like to advertise, please get in touch. And finally, one of the readers has 
suggested a Joke of the Month Competition, so go on then, make me laugh... 
 

Fingers crossed for an awesome July (that is about the weather!)! 
 

Cheers… The Editor 

Editorial 

The Village Voice Is YOUR Village Magazine 
 

We want to hear from you and want you to use it to convey anything 
you feel of interest to your fellow villagers. 

 
Please leave any items for the YVV at Torridon, Station Road  

before the 20th of each month, anything after that date may not be 
considered until the following month. You must provide a name and 

address, even if this is not for publication. 
 

You can also email: yvveditor@yahoo.co.uk 
or call 01363 84501 to speak to the editor, 

Jonathan. 
 

Publishing date: the first week of each month. 
 

The Village Voice accepts no responsibility for any of 
the information or contributions contained herein. 
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YEOFORD COMMUNITY HALL 
 

For bookings, please ring 01363 84501 
or e-mail yeoford.hall@gmail.com 

 
The latest hall calendar can be found at 
www.yeoford.org.uk/communityhall 

Local Information 

COMMUNITY HALL CHARGES (hourly rate) 
  

Trustee User 
Groups 

Local 
Community 

Groups 

Private 
Bookings 

(Local) 

Private 
Bookings 

(Non Local) 
Main Hall 
(includes kitchen) 

£3.00 £5.00 £8.00 £10.00 

MeeƟng Room 
(includes kitchen) 

£2.00 £3.00 £3.50 £5.50 

Party/Wedding 
24hr hire 
Party/Wedding 
48hr hire — 

ExclusiveÊfieldÊuse,ÊBBQ,ÊStage,ÊDiscoÊEquipmentÊalsoÊavailable. 

— — £150 £250 

— £400 £500 

Yeoford Community Garden 
Yeoford Community Hall now has an area 
dedicated to providing a small community 
garden. Any villagers are welcome to get 
involved in running and maintaining the 
garden.  
 
Please speak to Dee Hawkins or email 
yeoford.hall@gmail.com for further 
information. 

Top Tip! 
Running low on A4 paper? Simply 
photocopy the last sheet as many 

times as you need…  

PUNCHBOWL 
RECYCLING CENTRE 

 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 

MON–FRI: 09:00 - 17:00 
SAT & SUN: 10:00 - 18:00 

SARAH’S BARBER SHOP 
85 High Street, Crediton 

Tel: 01363 899269           07772 336489 
Walk-Ins: 

Monday 9:00-17:00, Tuesday 9:00-16:30 
Appointments: 

Thursday 9:00-18:30, Friday 9:00-17:00,  
Saturday 8:00-14:00 

 

Wednesday CLOSED 
Booking App: Nearcut 
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Bus Timetables 
 

677 (Fridays only) 
Dartline Coaches 

Zeal Monachorum Church  0912 
Coleford Gospel Hall   0927 
Colebrooke Church   0932 
THE DUCK AT YEOFORD 0940 
Raddon Down Cross   0945 
Crediton TIC High Street  0955 
Exeter Bus Station   1020 
————————————————————————– 

Exeter Bus Station   1320 
Crediton TIC High Street  1345 
Raddon Down Cross   1350 
THE DUCK AT YEOFORD 1355 
Colebrooke Church   1403 
Coleford Gospel Hall   1408 
Zeal Monachorum Church  1423 
 

669 (Tuesdays only) 
MD Buses 

South Zeal Oxenham Arms 0915 
Whiddon Down Shelter  0922 
Hittisleigh Cross   0930 
Crockernwell    0945 
Cheriton Bishop School  0947 
YEO VIEW    1002 
Colebrooke Church   1010 
Coleford Gospel Hall   1013 
Crediton St Saviour’s Way  1022 
Crediton Morrisons   1027 
————————————————————————– 

Crediton Morrisons   1115 
Crediton St Saviour’s Way  1235 
Coleford Gospel Hall   1244 
Colebrooke Church   1247 
YEO VIEW    1255 
Cheriton Bishop School  1310 
Crockernwell    1313 
Hittisleigh Cross   R 
Whiddon Down Shelter  1328 
South Zeal Oxenham Arms 1335 

YEOFORD POST OFFICE 
Friday 3:15-4:15pm in the Community Hall 
Free Banking available for most Banks, Personal & 
Business. All Post Office Services. Post Office One4All Gift 
Cards. Currency. Mobile, Electric & Gas Top-Ups. Dry 
cleaning. Cards & Stationery items. 
 

Contact: CHUDLEIGH POST OFFICE; TEL: 01626 852149 

TRAINTIMES FROM YEOFORD 
NB: Yeoford is a Request Stop 

Fx – Monday-Thursday 
Fo – Friday only 
* - until 8 September 
For more details, go to 
GWR.com/timetables 

TO BARNSTAPLE   
Mon
-Fri 

Sat Sun  Mon
-Fri 

Sat Sun 

 0540   0708 0713  
0630 0633   0813 0816  
0725 0730   0918 0921  
0834 0837 0842

* 
 1019 1018 1017 

0937 0937 0938  1117 1117 1117 
1037 1037 1039  1216 1216 1221 
1137 1137 1138  1319 1319 1317 
1237 1238 1238  1417 1417 1417 
1337 1337 1335  1516 1516 1519 
1437 1438 1435  1617 1617 1614 
1537 1537 1536  1719 1720 1718 
1637 1637 1637  1822 1825 1818 
1738 1739 1736  1924 1930 1917 
1841 1844 1836  2023 2026 2017 
1943 1947 1938  2124 2123 2119 
2041 2043 2037  2227 2224 2226 
2147 2145   2320

Fx 
2320  

2313
Fo 

   2352
Fo 

  

TO EXETER 
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YEOFORD VILLAGE VOICE FUN QUIZ 
No prizes, no pressure…this month...North American TV… 
 
1. In Episodes, a hit Britcom is reworked by Hollywood into which 

programme starring MaĴ LeBlanc as a hockey coach? 
2. Which US space opera television series created by writer and producer 

J. Michael Straczynski was set o na namesake space station between the 
years 2257 and 2281? 

3. The family patriarch in American Dad shares both names with which 
winner of the Wimbledon men’s singles title in 1972? 

4. In the 2014 TV series Fargo, who plays the ruthless killer Lorne? 
5. In Prison Break, Michael Schofield springs his brother from jail. How 

does he smuggle in the escape plan details? 
6. Name the TV killer, played by Michael C. Hall, who works for a Miami 

Police Department. 
7. Which TV crime drama starring Woody Harrelson and MaĴhew 

McConaughey is based on The King of Yellow, a collection of macabre 
short stories by R.W. Chambers? 

8. Sig Hansen (Northwestern), Jonathan Hillstrand (Time Bandit), and 
Keith Colburn (Wizard) are among the regular faces appearing in which 
Alaska-set reality series? 

9. How is the Oswald State Correction Facility known in the title of the 
very bleak 1990s HBO prison drama? 

10. Created by David E. Kelly, which Boston-set comedy-drama television 
series starred Calista Flockhart in the title role as a young lawyer 
working in the fictional law firm Cage and Fish? 

 
Answers below... 

Quiz Answers:  
1. Pucks!; 2. Babylon 5; 3. Stan Smith; 4. Billy Bob Thornton; 5. The plans are 
hidden in an intricate taĴoo which covers his entire body; 6. Dexter (Morgan); 7. 
True Detective; 8. Deadliest Catch; 9. Oz; 10. Ally McBeal 
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Now is the time to get 
your chimney swept 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0800 2982 595 
 

Contact us for a professional sweep. 
 

info@ellissweeps.co.uk 
 

HELTAS Registered  

All General Plumbing & Heating 
All Gas, Oil and LPG Boiler 

Servicing 
All Breakdowns & Maintenance 

Emergency Call Out 
Renewable Energy Installations 

Boiler & Heating Installations 
Bathroom Installations 

 
Jack: 07904225234 
Ricky: 07712177710 

Yeoford 200 
C£ub 

 
May Draw 

 
1st prize (£30): 

Seb Beard 
 

2nd prize (£20): 
Nick Yarnold 

 
3rd prize (£10): 

John & Eileen Stevens 
 

4th prize (£10): 
Mrs Martin 

 

June Draw 
 

1st prize (£30): 
Paul Hudson 

 
2nd prize (£20): 

Edna Beasley 
 

3rd prize (£10): 
John Rich 

 
4th prize (£10): 

John Rich 
 

Bonus (£50) 
Rob Murch 

 
Thank you for your patience whilst I 

coordinate the renewals. There are a few 
people I still haven't managed to track 
down and collect renewal money from. 

 
Please reach out to me asap on 
club200yeoford@outlook.com or 

07964685896 if you believe you are one 
of these individuals and we haven't 

spoken.  
 

Thanks Lynsey 
club200yeoford@outlook.com 

07964685896 
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CountRYSIDE TREE SERVICES 
TEIGNHOLT COTTAGE   -   HITTISLEIGH   -   EXETER EX6 6LP 

 
 
 
 
 

Telephone 01647 24340  Mobile 07989 072453 
countrysidetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk 

Crediton Arts Centre 
News 

Shakespeare in the Square 
presents Twelfth Night 

Weds 3rd—Sat 6th July at 
7.30pm Tickets £10/£8 from 

www.trybooking.com/uk/DGUW 
 

East Street Films presents 
Stop Making Sense 

Fri 19th July at 7.30pm 
Tickets £5 

 

Hawk and Hill Theatre present 
Lost in the Woods 

Sat 20th July 2.30 & 7.30pm 
Tickets£10/£8 

 

Check the web site for more 
details 

www.creditonartscentre.org 

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

REPORTING A PROBLEM WITH ROADS TO DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

All drivers will be aware that state of repair of roads in Crediton Hamlets Parish is 
appalling, with more and more potholes (or are they craters?) appearing. The 
lack of action by Devon County Council is exceedingly frustrating but please 

report potholes in the hope this makes a difference. 
 

Problems with roads can be reported on the Devon County Council website: 
www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/ 

 

There is a link to this page under “Useful Information” on the Parish Council 
website www.creditonhamlets.org.uk. 

 

If the pothole has already been reported please add yourself to the existing 
report so that Devon County Council is aware that another person has reported 

the problem. 
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Parish Voluntary Wildlife Warden 
I met Simon Houldsworth from Devon County Council at the old punchbowl landfill site behind 
the recycling centre. It’s not the sunny day we had imagined instead it’s dull, windy and cold. 
 

The landfill site closed in the 1990’s, was capped and covered in a metre of topsoil. A thick 
border of native trees were planted, in the midst of which was planted a wildflower meadow. 
Regular monitoring and testing of the old landfill and local watercourses is undertaken by the 
staff. Simon lets me into the meadow and goes off to tidy a shed. 
 

It’s very beautiful. ox-eyed daisies, buttercups, purple vetch, knap weed, speedwell, birds foot 
trefoil, red clover and fleabane greet me, there is very little grass. The thin poor soil helps the 
flowers outcompete the grasses and it is very mossy. In the far corner high above, a single 
skylark sings it’s beautiful song as the wind blows through the meadow. It should be warm, it 
should be humming with insects but save for the skylark it’s silent and makes me sad. 
 

Then I look down and notice a strange plant I've never seen it before, I reach for my glasses. 
It's an orchid, I look it up; a bee orchid. I spot another, then another, when I reach 50 I stop 
counting. There are hundreds of them, everywhere. 
 

The flowers mimic a bee that does not live this far north; to lure in suitors which pollinates it. 
The orchids live as far south as the Mediterranean and this is their most northerly habitat. 
Here they self pollinate and flower rarely but when they do they can do so in abundance. Has 
the wet weather brought them into flower? The lack of fertilisers and weedkillers has certainly 
helped the fungus orchids rely on to grow and spread to establish here. 
 

With a skylark clearly nesting on the far side who I don’t want to disturb as they nest on the 
ground and not wishing to be an orchid crusher I head back. I stop to check out the hedgerow 
by the gate. Flattened grasses show small mammal movements into the meadow. The 
hedges here are thick and tall, ideal cover and shelter. A flash of dusky red reveals a freshly 
hatched cinnabar moth venturing out, the hedge sheltered it from the wind. Cinnabar moths 
rely on ragwort to raise its caterpillars. Over 30 insect species rely on ragwort to survive. I 
appreciate that horse owners and haymakers will remove this species for its toxicity but 
elsewhere you could just deadhead it as it finishes flowering to stop seeds spreading. 
 

I head back to speak to Simon. He’s excited to hear about the bee orchids which he’s never 
seen before. We talk about the weather and the lack of early insects last year too. Last year 
the meadow wasn’t cut until September to allow more time for the insects. 
 

This place is very special and in a sea of intensive agriculture, a haven for our wildlife. Simon 
keeps visits onto the meadow and adjacent woods to a minimum. The area is safe from 
redevelopment. So now the most polluted land in our parish is now one of our most precious 
reserves. It has taken only 2 decades and thoughtful management to achieve. It gives nature 
the space and the peace it so desperately needs to survive. 
 

Anna (artonmove@hotmail.com) 

MARTIN	WEEKS 
LANDSCAPE	POND	AND	GARDEN 

 

MAINTANENCE	AND	PROJECT 
Lawns. hedges. pruning. paths, patios. 
fencing, ponds, water features. General 

garden maintenance. commercial & private 
work undertaken. 

Fully insured. 
01363772594	/	07980775128 

Mj.weeks@icloud.com 

If you would like a 
last resting place in 

beautiful 
countryside 
overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 01647 24382 

and speak to Julie or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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CREDITON HAMLETS PARISH COUNCIL 
Councillors discussed Airband at the June Parish Council meeting. Again, 
Airband had failed to provide an update on its plans (or lack of!) to connect 
the remaining properties in the parish. Mel Stride MP had replied to the 
Clerk's letter requesting his support but despite his request to Airband no 
information had been received. Mel Stride had referred to Building Digital UK 
and suggested that they may have plans to connect reliable broadband to 
outstanding properties. However, the information was vague and not at all 
certain. 
 
The next full Council meeting will be on Monday 2nd September at Yeoford 
Community Hall. If you would like to read the full minutes of the June Parish 
Council meeting, they are on the PC website. Please contact one of your 
councillors or Rachel Hodder, the Parish Clerk 
(clerk@creditonhamlets.org.uk or 01363 85523), if there is something you 
would like to have discussed at the next Council meeting. Members of public 
are very welcome to attend any meeting and speak during the public 
session. Meeting details and contact information for Councillors are on the 
Parish Council website (www.creditonhamlets.org.uk). 

Wild About Devon – Community Wildlife Grant Scheme 2024 
 
Communities can apply for up to £500 to fund initiatives that support local wildlife and 
biodiversity. The Wild About Devon grant scheme recognises the vital role that 
community action can play in creating long-term benefits for wildlife. 
 
A range of community wildlife projects and activities can be funded. This includes 
restoring neglected habitats such as grassland or woodland, creating new wildlife 
areas such as ponds and wildflower meadows or improving the management of parks 
and green spaces in a way that benefits wildlife. 
 
All types of community groups with a wildlife focus or wildlife project, which are based 
in Devon (including Torbay) can apply for this grant. This includes community wildlife 
groups, Town/Parish councils, schools and Multi-Academy Trusts. 
 
The maximum grant is £500, but the aim is to 
support more communities with smaller amounts of 
around £100 or less. Funds can be used for advice, 
equipment and other resources. 
 
Wild About Devon has been developed by the Devon 
Local Nature Partnership and is financed by the 
Devon Environment Foundation, Devon 
Communities Together and Devon County Council. 
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ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984  
SECTION 14  

 
THE COUNTY OF DEVON (TEMPORARY RESTRICTION) (LANDSCORE TO ROAD FROM 
STATION CROSS TO YEOFORD VILLAGE CROSS, CREDITON, NEOPARDY, YEOFORD) 

ORDER 2024  
TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF THROUGH TRAFFIC & PARKING  

 
NOTICE is hereby given that Devon County Council has made the above titled order.  
 
From    MONDAY 22 JULY 2024  
    for a maximum of 18 months  
 
Anticipated Finish  FRIDAY 16 AUGUST 2024  
 
No person shall cause or permit any vehicle to proceed or wait on the sections of Affected 
Roads.  
 
Roads affected -  
ROAD FROM ELSTON MEADOW TO MOORLAKE CROSS, ROAD FROM TUCKERS MEADOW 
TO ELSTON MEADOW, WESTWOOD ROAD, LANDSCORE, ROAD FROM GUNSTONE CROSS 
TO MOOR LAKE CROSS, ROAD FROM THREE GATE CROSS TO GUNSTONE CROSS, ROAD 
FROM NEOPARDY CROSS TO THREE GATE CROSS, ROAD FROM YEOFORD VILLAGE 
CROSS TO NEOPARDY CROSS, & ROAD FROM STATION CROSS TO YEOFORD VILLAGE 
CROSS. CREDITON, NEOPARDY, & YEOFORD  
 
The alternative, signed, route for vehicles will be via –  
VIA YEOFORD, EAST STUDHAM, HITTISLEIGH, A382, A3124, A3072, COPPLESTONE, A377, 
CREDITON, LANDSCORE, AND VICE VERSA  
 
This temporary restriction is considered necessary to enable -  
DRAINAGE AND PATCHING WORKS  
 
For additional information contact:  
MILESTONE INFRASTRUCTURE  
Telephone: 02033077952  
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Holy Trinity 
Church Yeoford 

Songs of Praise is on 
Sunday 28th July at 5pm. 

There is a list in the church 
if you want to choose a 

hymn. Seasonal 
refreshments, prosecco and 

soft drinks will be served 
after the service. 

 
Monday 1st July 

Community Lunch 
12 for 12-30pm 

 
Mondays Café Company 

10 till 11 am. (If there is no 
Lunch) the last Café before 
the summer break will be on 

Monday 15th July. 
 

Services for July 
Sunday 14th July 

Holy Communion 9-30am 
Sunday 28th July 

Songs of Praise at 5pm 

The Duck At 
Yeoford 

 

Pub and Pub up Shop Opening Times 
Monday and Tuesday CLOSED 
Wednesday 4.00pm - 11.00pm 
Thursday 11.30am - 11.00pm 

Friday 11.30am - 11.00pm 
Saturday 11.30am - 11.00pm 
Sunday 11.30am - 5.30pm 

 

Please note we will be closed on 
Wednesday 31st July.  

 

James, Sarah, Zachary, Lydia and 
Martha 

01363 85273 
www.theduckatyeoford.co.uk 

A Reader Writes… 
That was a priority job then, top dressing in 
The Oaks which was a perfectly serviceable 
residential road. 
 
Just as well there were no other pressing 
jobs needing doing on the roads around 
here. 

DGL 
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Tuesday Evenings 
Between 4-8pm 

Friday Mornings 
Before 7.30am 

 
Free range whole 

milk doorstep refills 
 

Please contact 01363 779134 
or milk@kellanddairy.co.uk for 

more information. 

PLEASE READ: AIR AMBULANCE 
 

An appeal to all our villagers 
 

If you, your children or anyone you know plays in the recreation 
ground please always check with them that they have returned the 

goals to the edge of the field. 
 

This is because the Air Ambulance CANNOT LAND if the goals are 
in the middle of the field. 

 

If you pass the recreation ground or see anybody playing with the 
goals in the centre, could you please remind them (politely) that 

they should be returned to the edge after use, or move them back 
if you find them abandoned like this. 

 

Thank you all for your cooperation. 
 

Yeoford Community Association 
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County Councillor Newsletter—May 
I recently received a quarterly bulletin from the NHS which has some encouraging news. 
The RD&E has undertaken a major review of its A&E resources. It says that this will 
improve times for those attending but insists that it is still an A&E Department and should 
not be used by those who can easily contact the telephone 111 service, use their local 
GP's surgery or a community pharmacy where they can get help and advice on simple 
health issues. There is also a plan to set up a specific children's  A&E Department in the 
hospital. From January 2023 the RD &E was part of a pilot project using a blood test to 
detect early signs of lung cancer. The scheme was so successful it is now being used 
Devon wide! The local hospital in Tiverton is soon to have an endoscopy suite which will 
mean that patients in the Mid Devon area will have this important service closer to home. 
 
I attended a children's scrutiny committee meeting where we discussed a wide range of 
topics. There is some progress towards the SEND (Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities) over spend but it remains a major challenge. We now have fewer agency staff 
which means a cost reduction and the 14 authorities in the south-west are joining together 
in reducing the pay offered to agency workers. Fortunately the trade unions are on board. 
The number of children in the county's care has reduced from 906 to 877 and represents 
66 per 100k, which is slightly higher than the national average of 62 but moving in the right 
direction. 
 
The county is making a big push for more foster carers so that we can offer placements to 
our children nearer to home and in a family environment. One piece of less pleasing news 
is that we still have 17 unregistered, therefore unlawful accommodation placements but 
work is being undertaken to reduce this soon to 5 and I presume eventually to zero! 
 
Last Thursday, 23rd May, we had the County Council full council meeting which is the 
beginning of the new civic year. That means a new leader and deputy leader and new 
chairman. Amongst other things I was elected the chairman of the Corporate Infrastructure 
and Regulatory Services scrutiny committee! It is quite a mouthful because it oversees 
everything the council does except children's services, health and adult care. I'm very 
excited at the thought of being able to look at so many areas of council activity. We have 
had one meeting and have already put in place a spotlight preview on potholes! It'll take all 
day and we will be questioning the highways officers to see where we have been and 
where we are going with potholes. 
 
We also look at the budget on a regular basis and I'm hoping to look into communication 
and in particular Air Band, which we know, in the rural in particular, areas is rather patchy. 

Looking for your lawn 
mowed? Or some 

chainsawing done? Maybe 
an extra tractor driver for 

harvesting? Or even some 
DIY to be done? 

 
Call Craig on  
07966 582701 
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Dartmoor Creative Textiles 
July 2nd 12.00 – 4pm 
August 7th – Garden visit 
 

June was a very interesting meeting as Naomi from the Arts Council 
brought along the ‘mossy carpet’ project. With various groups and 
schools in Devon, they are creating a 100 metre carpet for the G7 as 
part of the environmental importance of moss. The project is based 
on Dartmoor and we have pledged to make a section by the end of 
the year. 
 

In July, we are being treated to a session organised by our multi 
talented group. There will be an opportunity to create Dorset 
buttons, Yorkshire buttons or learn some new stitches.  
 

In August, our annual garden visit will be to Lapford to explore the 
gardens at Nymet House. If you would like to join us, please email me 
for more information. 
 

You can contact me on the email address below if you interested in 
joining us or drop into the session. 
 

Elaine Clark (elainejclark@hotmail.co.uk) 

JOKE OF THE 
MONTH 

COMPETITION 
 
Calling all punsters 
and witticism wizards, 
send your jokes to 
yvveditor@yahoo.co
.uk every month and 
stand the chance of 
fame (if not fortune). 




